
 
Nettie Ruth Brucks Bratton was born in 
San Antonio in 1928, during the time her 
father was pastor of the Methodist 
Church in George West, Texas. Not only 
was she received with joy by her parents 
who had long awaited the birth of a 
child, but also by the wonderful folk in 
that small church. The Methodist Church 
has always been a big part of her life. 
 
Following graduation from high school, 
Nettie Ruth began college in Georgetown 
at Southwestern University (SU). It was at 
SU that Nettie Ruth met Morris Bratton, 
and it was while she was sitting and 
practicing organ in the sanctuary at First 
Methodist Church that Morris proposed 
marriage to her. Morris had come to SU 
following his service in the U.S. Navy 
during World War II.   
 
After graduation from SU, the newlyweds 
moved to New Haven, Connecticut, where 
Morris attended seminary at Yale Divinity 
School. 
 
But let’s back up a minute! Nettie Ruth 
has always been a firm believer in equal 
rights for all God’s children. As early as 
4th grade, she remembers telling her 
preacher father that the discriminatory 
sign outside their small Texas town of 
Goldthwaite was wrong and should be 
taken down.   
 
During Nettie Ruth’s days at SU, the 
United States, including Georgetown, was 
deeply entrenched in racial segregation. 
Nettie Ruth was taking classes in Chris-
tian education with Professor B.F. Jack-
son at SU and was also enrolled in a 
piano pedagogy class taught by Iola 
Bowden. Nettie Ruth was concerned 
about the black students who attended 
Georgetown’s Carver Elementary School and their lack of 
opportunity to have an education in music. She came up 
with the idea of practicing the techniques she was 
learning in the pedagogy class with some of the black 
children. Nettie Ruth took her idea to Professor Jackson. 
Then he and Nettie Ruth took the idea to her pedagogy 
teacher, Miss Bowden. The two teachers asked Nettie 
Ruth where she proposed to teach the piano lessons. 
“Why, the Methodist Church, of course!” was Nettie 
Ruth’s reply. She realized First Methodist would be an 
ideal place for the lessons since, in those days, each of 
the Sunday School classrooms had a piano. The three of 
them went to see Rev. Billy Morgan, pastor of First 
Methodist. He gave permission for the church class-
rooms to be used for the piano lessons. The group then 
took the idea to the Georgetown school board.  The 
school board presented Nettie Ruth with a new chal-

lenge. Where would the students practice for their piano 
lessons? Nettie Ruth had learned from the maintenance 
man at her dorm at SU that at the beginning of the Great 
Depression many of the white families owned pianos.  
However, as times became tough, the white families 
began selling their belongings. Pianos were some of the 
first things to go! Some black families had a little money 
saved and were able to buy the pianos for 10 or 15 
dollars. Finding a place to practice was not a problem. If 
a student’s family didn’t have a piano, it was likely that 
one of the neighbors in their close-knit community did. 
 
In the fall of 1946, the Negro Fine Arts School of George-
town began with 12 students in the classrooms of First 
Methodist Church. Nettie Ruth and two of her friends 
from the pedagogy class each had four students. Nettie 
Ruth taught in the school for two years. The school, 
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however, continued for 20 years under the 
leadership of Iola Bowden. The piano 
lessons stopped only when the Georgetown 
school district became fully integrated. At 
that point the black children were able to 
participate in music classes in the same way 
the white children had done for years. The 
first black student admitted to SU came out 
of the Negro Fine Arts School of Georgetown. 
His name was Ernest Clark. He graduated 
from SU in 1969 with a degree in music and 
began teaching music in Dallas. It is estimat-
ed that he taught music to 36,000 students 
over the course of his career. In 2019, a 
residence hall at the university was renamed 
Ernest Clark Hall. 
 
Now, let us return to the story of Nettie Ruth 
and Morris. They returned to Texas following 
their four years at Yale Divinity School. They 
served churches in San Angelo where their 
two children were born. Morris also served in 
Austin at the University of Texas Wesley 
Foundation. They served in the Iowa Confer-
ence where Morris taught at Iowa Wesleyan 
College. They spent 18 years in Washington, 
D.C., part of that time with the Peace Corps.  
 
Nettie Ruth was a schoolteacher. She taught 
music in a private school during the Wash-
ington, D.C. years. She also taught 4th grade 
language arts in public schools for a few 
years.   
 
Both Nettie Ruth and Morris were sometimes 
called “trouble-makers” due to their convic-
tion that the God they served was a God of 
love for ALL persons. They were champions 
for those discriminated against, the under-
served, the marginalized.  Everywhere and 
all times they were busy doing God’s work, 

lifting up the downtrodden, telling 
the “good news” of Christ, and 
reaching out in love to all.   
 
Morris and Nettie Ruth moved to 
the Wesleyan Independent Living 
facility on Williams Drive when it 
opened in 2008.  Morris died in 
2015, but Nettie Ruth lives there 
still.  She has two children, seven 
grandchildren, and eight 
great-grandchildren with another 
on the way.  
 


